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THE MEDICAL SERVICE OF THE TERRITORIAL
FORCE.

SIR,-As a Territorial medical officer the letter entitled
"The Medical Service of the Territorial Force" is some-
what interesting to me. I cannot agree with much that
"Fair Play " says, as his command is to my mind certainly
not a large one; even assuming that three field ambulances
and one cavalry field ambulafice be added up with a general
hospital-the whole number do not muster the strength of
one battalion of infantry.
The A.M.O.'s work is usually, to a large extent, handed

to his staff officer, R.A.M.C., and only matters of great
importance are brought to the notice of the Administrative
Medical Officer.

I agree with all the remarks made as to the School of
Instruction, and think that in country districts there is
great room for improvement here, as to a large extent it
exists only on paper, so far as its uses (as laid down in
Territorial Force Regulations) to the medical units and
regimental officers are concerned.

*'Fair Play" is not quite correct in his statement of
duties at the bottom of page 967. Appointment of regi-
mental medical officers has to be made on recommendation
of the C.O. Unit, through the County Association, vide
para. 20, T. F. Regulations.
The arrangements for examination of N.C.O.'s and men

is made between the Adjutant of " School" and O.C.'s
Units concerned subject, of course, to formal consent of
A.M.O. Training of sanitary police and water duty men
is entirely done under O.C.'s medical units. The arra0ge-
ments for attendance at camp O.C.'s medical units again
know to their sorrow that the A.M.O. is not unfortunately
able to help them in this very heavy task.

I think if any more money is to be handed over to
the medical department officers, commanding medical
units should be the first to get assistance. They
have correspondence with most of the officers named
by "Fair Play," and with their own sections, no adjutant
to fall back on for assistance as in the case of combatant
units, and also the training of their own officers, and
arrangiing and supervising that of the N.C.O.'s and men.

Farther, he has the privilege, which " Fair Play " has not,
of putting his hand into his pocket to support his own unit
to the extent of £30 or more a year-I am, etc,
April 15th. FAIR PLAY SECUNDUS.

THE LATE DR. T. D. SAVILL.
SIR,-In view of the valuable work which was done by

the late Dr. Savill in connexion with nervous diseases, a
scheme has been inaugurated, in furtherance of a wish
frequently expressed by him during his life, to found a
scholarship at the West End Hospital for Diseases of the
Nervous System. c

A considerable sum has already been received, and any
further donations from professional friends and others
will be gratefully accepted. Contributions should be sent
addressed to Savill Memorial Fund, London County aLnd
Westminster Bank, 1 Connaught Street, Hyde Park, W.-
We are, etc.,

HARRY CAMPBELL, ) Honorary
J. HENRY CHALDECOTT, - Trustees

April 20th. GEORGE DAVIS, ) to the Fund.

THE Belgian Government has given £640,000 to defray the
cost of a scientific expedition to Africa for the investigation
of sleeping sickness.
THE Ordine dei Medice of Rome at a recent meeting

decided to institute a black list of persons euphemistically
styled clienti moro8i-that is to say, patients who are back-
ward in paying fees for medical attendance. This list will
be open to the inspection of all members.
UNDER the auspices of the Reading Pathological Society

a lecture was given by Mr. Stephen Paget on April 14th in
the Town Hall, Reading, before an appreciative audience,
on the subject of what we owe to experiments on animals.
The lecturer, who was introduced by Dr. Hurry, the
president of the society, described in a graphic manner the
great strides that had been made in the knowledge of
disease during recent years owing to experimental methods
of investigation. At the conclusion a local branch of the
Research Defence Society was formed, with a strong list of
names, both medical and lay, as a provisional committee.

UNQUTALIFIED DENTISTS.
ON April 16th the case of Bellerby v. Heyworth was argued and
decided in the House of Lords. An important question was
raised as to the meaning of the words "specially qualified"
which occur in the Dentists Act, 1878. An action was brought
by the appellant as partner in a firm carrying on the business
of extraction and adaptation of teeth. The main question was
whether by affixing and keeping fixed upon the partnership.
premises the following notices-namely, " Bellerby, Heyworth,
and Bowm. Finest artificial teeth. Painless extractions.
Advice free. Mr. Heyworth attends here,"-the respondents
acted in contravention of Section 3 of the Dentists Act, 1878.
Neither the appellant nor the respondents were registered, and
the articles of partnership provided that if at any time during
the continuance of the business any of them should take or use,
in any way whatever any name, title, addition, or description,
or otherwise do anything which shall have offence and in con-
travention of the Dentists Act, 1878, the other partner might
give notice to determine the partnership. The material section
of that Act provides that no unqualified person may " take or
use the name or title of 'dentist I (either alone or in combina-
tion with any other word or words) or of ' dental practitioner '
or any name, title, addition, or description implying that he is
registered or that he is a person specially qualified to practise
dentistry." It was contended on the part of the appellant (whoa
had given notice to dissolve the partnership) that the words.
" specially qualified " merelv implied general competence and}
ability, and not the possession of any professional qualification.
The Divisional Court, in the case of Barnes v. Brown, 25 T.L.R. 3,
had decided that this was the meaning of the words, but the-
Court of Appeal in the present case had overruled Barnes v.
Brown.
The Lord Chancellor said that in his opinion the decision of

the Court of Appeal was right. In his view, having regard tow
the preamble to the Dentists Act, the words "speoially quali-
fied " did not simply imply that the person using them was a,
competent and skilled person. The Act did not prohibit a math
from practising dentistry, or from the employment of self-
laudatory language; but it did prohibit the use of language'
which implied the possession of the qualifications which would
entitle to registration.
The appeal was accordingly dismissed.

AND

POOR LAW MEDICAL SERVICES.

SANITATION AND WATER SUPPLY IN WALES.
WELSH MI.O.H. AND D.P.H. writes: It came as a great surprise

to me to read in the " Medical Notes in Parliament " that the,
President of the Local Government Board should have given
the answer he did to a Welsh member-apparently because of
his uncertainty. It was always thought that the " Board
above " were supreme in what they had already sanctioned,
to carry out schemes, and to do more than to "urge and
encourage local authorities to carryout such schemes." This
goes for nothing with unwilling authorities, and is very con-
tradictory to the spirit of the paragraph in the directions for
making up annual reports, which says that all former
recommendations are to be renewed.

THE PLAGUE.
PREVALENCE OF THE DISEASBE.

RUSSIA.
IN the Astrachan district between December 5th, 1909, and
February 6th, 1910, the fresh cases of plague numbered 223
and the deaths from the disease 202.

In the Ural district during the same period the fresh cases
of plague numbered 171 and the deaths from the disease 157.
On January 7th plague was reported from Dschedda.

SOUTH AMERICA.
Brazil.-In Bahia, Sao Paulo, Rio de Janeiro, Pernambuco,

and M-anaos cases of plague were found between November 1st,
1909, and January 31st, 1910; but in every district onlv sporadic-
cases occurred. The total cases reported were under 30.
Ecuiador.-In Guayaquil a severe epidemic prevailed during

October, November, and December, 1909, and January, 1910.
Vene-ztela, Chili, Peru, and Paragumay were all infected with

plague to a slight extent during the last months of 1909 and the
first months of 1910.


